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SYNOPSIS 


(Not for Publication) 


Dr. Max Kirshner (RAY MILLAND) the director 
of the Kirshner Hospital and Transplant Foundation has 
had to restrict his professional activity to directing sur- 
geons from a wheel chair in the operating rooms because 
of crippling arthritis. Another, more serious obstacle 
which he has managed to keep secret is a rampaging 
case of cancer. And a third problem, an emotional hang- 
up, is a hatred for the black race. In fact, it complicates 
a recent appointment to his staff of Fred Williams (DON 
MARSHALL), a young doctor, with an advanced knowl- 
edge of tissue rejection control he had hired sight un- 
seen, not knowing he was black. 

Despite his infirmities, Kirshner continues his spe- 
cialized transplant work on his own in secret in his base- 
ment laboratory. He now has succeeded in transplanting 
the head of one gorilla to the body of another. His 
method is a two-stage process in which the new head 
is first attached and, when firmly grown into position, 
the old head is removed, completing the switch. His 
ulterior motive is to one day find a donor with a fatal 
head injury whose healthy body could be substituted for 
his own diseased frame, thus prolonging his life. 

But the onrushing malignancy robs him of time and 
he is forced to reveal his plan to his colleague Dr. Philip 
Desmond (ROGER PERRY) and pleads with him to 
canvas every source for a donor. Desmond agrees and 
instigates a wide spread search, advertising it as neces- 
sary for an unstated scientific experiment. 

Just as Kirshner’s plans appear to have failed and he 
lies comatose at death’s door, a break comes in the huge 
muscular form of a black convict, Jack Moss (ROSEY 
GRIER), whose sentence to death for a murder is about 
to be carried out in the electric chair. The doomed 
prisoner proclaims his innocence and begs for time to 
prove his case... time which now has run out as the 
electrodes are attached. Desperate, he declares himself 
a volunteer for the mysterious experiment, hoping to 
add enough hours to his life to find the proof of his 
innocence. 

Jack is rushed to Kirshner’s basement operating room 
and, following the gifted surgeon’s technique, Dr. Des- 
mond successfully completes the first step of the oper- 
ation, transferring Kirshner’s head to Jack’s neck so that 
both heads share the big black body. Kirshner is first 
to regain consciousness and is initially overjoyed that 
he can sense a certain amount of control of his borrowed 
body, but, when raising his arm, he is incensed to find 
that it is black and he is co-owner of a black torso. Now 
coming awake, Jack is equally upset on learning the 
nature of the experiment. It doesn’t help to find that his 
once exclusive body now boasts the additional head of a 
confirmed bigot. Thus, the two heads lie cheek to jowl 
in glowering fury. 

Still eager to prove his innocence, Jack takes control 
of the body from Kirshner and charges from their mu- 
tual bed, grabbing a gun from a police guard. Com- 
mandeering Williams’ car, he directs the young black 
doctor towards the home of the escapee’s girlfriend Lila 
(CHELSEA BROWN). However, the pursuit of police 
makes him head for the hills. 

A hectic chase follows as more police cars mass and 
are joined by a helicopter. During the chase, Jack ex- 
plains to Williams his aims to clear his name and asks 
for his help. But Dr. Kirshner warns the young physician 
that he would be committing a crime and reveals his 
intention to eventually dispose of Jack’s head in the 
second phase of his surgical technique and become sole 
owner of the mammoth body, despite its color. 

As the chase progresses they are soon forced to 
abandon the car and race through the brush on foot. A 
motorcyclist taking part in a nearby dirt bike regatta 
sees them and, falling off his bike in astonishment, takes 
to his heels in fright. Jack mounts the bike with Dr. 
Williams straddling behind him and they continue their 
flight from the police. 

The chase now becomes a mad melee of narrow 
escapes, screeching rubber, flying dust and tortured metal 
as motorcyclists scatter before the ghastly apparition on 
wheels of the two-headed body and squad cars crash 
and pound across the hills in pursuit of the fugitives. 


Finally eluding the police, they arrive at Lila’s house. 
Lila welcomes them but the warmth of her welcome is 
somewhat frustrated by the critical eyes of Dr. Kirshner 
atop her boyfriend’s body. She claims she can prove 
Jack’s innocence and Dr. Williams declares he will help 
Jack by surgically removing Kirshner’s head. They pro- 
ceed to a drug warehouse where Williams locates the 
medications and drugs necessary for the operation. But 
Kirshner now takes control of the body and hits Jack 
in the jaw, knocking out his head and escapes Williams. 

Kirshner heads for his laboratory where he prepares 
to remove Jack’s head. Just as he is about to make the 
incision, the young black doctor and Lila enter the room 
and, taking over the operation, Williams removes Kirsh- 
ner’s head instead. Jack is now sole owner of his torso 
again and the three drive off to freedom. 

Dr. Desmond rushes to the laboratory and finds Kirsh- 
ner’s head attached to the life support equipment. Kirsh- 
ner and Desmond must once again begin the search for 
a body. 
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SCENE MAT 2-A 








DOUBLE THREAT — Co-stars Rosey Grier (left) and Ray Milland 
are co-owners of the same body in “‘The Thing With Two Heads,” 


American International’s new film shocker opening 
Theatre. Produced by Wes Bishop, the film 


at the 


was directed by Lee Frost from a screenplay by Bishop and Frost. 


CO-STARS ARE CO-OWNERS OF SAME BODY ON THE 
SCREEN IN “THE THING WITH TWO HEADS” 


Between his interests in football as an ex-pro, political activi- 
ties, motion picture, television and singing commitments, chari- 
table work and effort for the Joseph Kennedy Foundation for 
Retarded Children, Rosey Grier figures he could use an extra head 
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SCENE MAT 1-A 


HALF A THING — Rosey Grier 
stars as one half of ‘‘The Thing 
With Two Heads,’’ American In- 
ternational’s new screen shock- 
er about the creation of a two- 
headed man. Ray Milland co- 
stars with Rosey as the other 
half of the double-threat combo. 


DOUBLE-THREAT STAR 
COMBO IN “THE THING 
WITH TWO HEADS” 


Ray Milland and Rosey Grier 
share the provocative title role of 
“The Thing With Two Heads,” 
American International’s new 
thriller opening’ ................ at the 
esebcust ste s Theatre. Keyed to the 
new organ transplant headlines 
currently in vogue, the story goes 
the surgeons one better in de- 
scribing the grafting of a second 
head to the body of a man. 

Milland and Grier portray the 
co-owners of the body involved, 
the gigantic frame which Rosey 
Grier sports in off-screen life. 
Together, the twin-headed crea- 
tion goes on a rampage of vi- 
olence which has the neighbor- 
hood heading for the hills and 
local police scurrying around on 
a red alert for a considerable 
portion of the story. 

Don Marshall, Roger Perry, 
Kathy Baumann and Chelsea 
Brown share cast honors with 
Rosey and Ray in “The Thing 
With Two Heads.” Produced by 
Wes Bishop, the American Inter- 
national release was directed by 
Lee Frost from a screenplay by 
Bishop and Frost. 


and he literally gets one in his latest starring film role, “The 


Thing With Two Heads,” Amer- 
ican International’s new thriller 
opening’ .............. at. The: 2.c2.<.02.-2. 
Theatre. 

As the title suggests, the biz- 
arre story describes the creation 
of a two-headed man by grafting 
the head of one man alongside 
that of another. In the case of 
Rosey Grier’s role, the giant ex- 
footballer finds himself sharing 
his immense shoulders with the 
head of co-star Ray Milland. 

Milland portrays an eminent 
surgeon who specializes in organ 
transplants and finds that in 
order to survive an onslaught of 
cancer he must transplant his 
head to the healthy body of an- 
other. It’s Rosey’s massive frame 
that gets elected for the honor 
as Rosey, portraying a doomed 
death row prisoner volunteers 
his vitals for science. Under 
Ray’s direction, the transplant 
operation is successfully per- 
formed and the pair share 
Rosey’s frame through a hair- 
raising series of adventures for 
the balance of the film’s story. 

Activity has always been the 
keynote of Rosey’s life in a ca- 
reer which was_ impressively 
launched by his 12 years in pro- 
fessional football with the New 
York Giants and the Los Angeles 
Rams. In 1967 Rosey tore an 
Achilles tendon early in the sea- 
son and immediately introduced 
himself to a new arena of enter- 
tainment. He wrote, published 
and recorded more than 20 songs 
and his ability won him guest ap- 
pearances on a host of top tele- 
vision shows, both in dramatic 
performances and personal ap- 
pearance offerings. As an actor 
he was featured as a regular on 
the “Daniel Boone” series; joined 
Danny Thomas in “Make Room 
For Granddaddy” and made fre- 
quent appearances on “The Man 
From U.N.C.L.E.,” “Wild, Wild 
West,” “I Dream Of Jeannie,” 
and a two-hour pilot, “Joaquin 
Murietta.” His film credits in- 
clude “In Cold Blood,” “Mrs. 
Carter’s Army,” & “Skyjacked.” 

Don Marshall, Roger Perry, 
Kathy Baumann and Chelsea 
Brown share cast honors with 
Rosey and Milland in “The Thing 
With Two Heads.” Produced by 
Wes Bishop, the American Inter- 
national release was directed by 
Lee Frost from a screenplay by 
Bishop and Frost. 


MASSIVE DESTRUCTION 
SHOWN IN FILM CHASE 


A smashing, metal-bending 
chase across the hills and dirt 
lanes of Southern California is a 
highlight of “The Thing With 
Two Heads,” American Interna- 
tional’s new thriller opening ...... 
Theatre. 

Starring Ray Milland and 
Rosey Grier whose heads are co- 
owners of Grier’s body, the film 
describes their flight from the 
screaming sirens of squads of 
police cars. Riding a high speed 
dirt bike, the pair lead the pur- 
suing law officers up and down 
hills; through wooded gullies and 
across deep ditches and canyons. 
One after another of the squad 
cars come a-cropper in the chase, 
plowing into the ditches, smash- 
ing through outhouses and slam- 
ming into each other as the fugi- 
tives maneuver to avoid their 
pursuers. 

A total of 12 cars were com- 
pletely transformed into junk in 
the process of filming the se- 
quence plus a brace of motor- 
cycles as participants in a dirt 
race find themselves a part of 
the action. 

The film describes the creation 
of the two-headed being by an 
eminent surgeon, played by Mil- 
land, who needs a new body when 
his is threatened by an onslaught 
of cancer. A death row prisoner 
portrayed by Rosey Grier pro- 
vides the necessary torso and, 
in an impressive operation, Mil- 
land’s head is grafted alongside 
of Rosey’s on the black man’s 
massive frame. 





SCENE MAT 1-B 


TWO HEADS ON TWO WHEELS 
— Riding double on the same 
body ...and the same chopper 
are Rosey Grier (left) and Ray 
Milland as they co-star in ‘“‘The 
Thing With Two Heads,’”’ Ameri- 
can International’s new release 
opening at the 
Theatre. Produced by Wes Bish- 
op, the film was directed by Lee 
Frost from a= screenplay by 
Bishop and Frost. 


INTEGRATION ATTEMPT 
DISINTEGRATES IN “THE 
THING WITH TWO HEADS” 


A case of super-integration is 
presented in “The Thing With 
Two Heads,” American Interna- 
tional’s new screen thriller open- 
1) Fg e ere Bil ENG. ciestesteverapcees 
Theatre. In this world of civil 
rights problems and attempts to 
unite the country’s races, colors 
and creeds, the new film goes ’em 
all one better as its story de- 
scribes the transplanting of a 
white man’s head onto the body 
of a black man. 

Rosey Grier co-stars with Ray 
Milland in the film as the black 
man whose massive frame serves 
to unite the pair. Portraying a 
surgeon who needs another body 
after an onslaught of cancer 
threatens his own, Milland de- 
velops the method for the graft- 
ing of his head onto the shoulders 





SCENE MAT 1-C 


TWO-HEADED GUNMAN—Rosey 
Grier (left) and Ray Milland, 
whose heads are grafted to the 
same body go a-gunning in “The 
Thing With Two Heads,”’ Ameri- 
can International’s new screen 
thriller opening ....... at the 
i eee Aan Theatre. 


MILLAND RIDES GRIER’S 
SHOULDERS TO SUCCESS 


It is rare that an actor will 
admit that he won his success in 
a film by riding on the shoulders 
of another actor but in the case 
of Ray Milland, he literally does 
as he co-stars with Rosey Grier 
in “The Thing With Two Heads,” 
American International’s new 
shocker opening ..........------ at the 
eset ote Theatre. As the title 
suggests, Ray spends most of the 
movie with his head sitting on 
Rosey’s ample shoulders while 
they portray a man with two 
heads. 

Ray presents his body only in 
the opening moments of the film 
in his role as a surgeon special- 
izing in organ transplants who 
needs another body to survive an 
onslaught of cancer. It is Rosey’s 
massive frame which is used and 
Milland developed the method for 
the grafting of his head along- 
side Rosey’s so that they both be- 
come its co-owners. From there 
on, they proceed through a series 
of hair-raising adventures until 
the film’s climax. 

Those who might have won- 
dered what a two-headed man 
looks like will get a realistic ef- 
fect in “The Thing With Two 
Heads.” Special pains were taken 
by special effects men and trick 
make-up and costume geniuses to 
insure this realism and make the 
strange figure provide the antici- 
pated thrills. And Ray’s dramatic 
duties consist for the most part 
of delivering his lines as a part 
of the whole which consists of 
Rosey’s form. 

The overall effect of the two- 
headed spectre they create has its 
results in the story as gaping 
motorcyclists in a dirt race fall 
off their bikes at the strange 
sight and police cars slam into 
a mess of immovable objects and 
each other in a wild chase se- 
quence. 


of Grier in an impressive oper- 
ation that leaves both cheek to 
jowl as co-owners of the torso. 
Together, they proceed through a 
series of hair-raising adventures 
for the balance of the story. 

Complicating the film’s events 
is the role Milland plays which 
portrays him as a bigotted white 
racist. Needless to say, he takes 
the substitute form of Rosey with 
ill grace and Grier replies in 
kind. The excitement of their ad- 
ventures thus is only matched by 
the rancor of their antagonism to 
each other. 

Don Marshall, Roger Perry, 
Kathy Baumann and Chelsea 
Brown share cast honors with 
Rosey and Ray in the American 
International release. “The Thing 
With Two Heads” was produced 
by Wes Bishop and directed by 
Lee Frost from a screenplay by 
Bishop and Frost. 
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and a SOUL BROTHER 
on the same body... 






Turning both into 
a single creature 


THE MOST FANTASTIC MEDICAL 
EXPERIMENT EVER DARED! 


Two men, doomed to die — Saved 
by a medical miracle — putting 
the brains of a WHITE BIGOT 


of shocking horror 


and unholy humor. 
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THE MOST FANTASTIC 
MEDICAL EXPERIMENT 
EVER DARED! 


Two different heads 
on a single body! 
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medical miracle — putting the brains of 
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on the same body... Turning both 
into a single creature of shocking 
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DOUBLE THREAT — Co-stars Rosey Grier (left) and Ray Milland 
are co-owners of the same body in ‘‘The Thing With Two Heads,”’ 


American International’s new film shocker opening 
at the Theatre. Produced by Wes Bishop, the film 


was directed by Lee Frost from a screenplay by Bishop and Frost. 
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PHOTO-STUDIO GAG — Have a large cutout 
made of the main poster illustration eliminating the 
two heads and set it up in your lobby with suffi- 
cient photo lighting to suit normal box camera 
capabilities. Couples can be invited to place their 
heads in position on the shoulders of the cutout 
while usher or friend takes their picture using their 
cameras. Title of film and playdate information 
can be sniped across the figure so that it is in- 
corporated in the resulting picture. 


TWO-HEADED BALLYS — Obtain one of the 
ghoulish plastic heads available at trick and 
novelty stores and have it set on the shoulder 
of a tall man dressed in overalls as the charac- 
ter in the film so that he can walk through busy 
shopping sections of town with a sandwich 
board advertising the playdate. This same gim- 
mick can be used within the theatre by dressing 
up ushers or a doorman in the same fashion. 


HAT STORE TIE-UP — Have local haberdasher 
advertise sale of hats by setting cutout figure in 
window or display case with a hat on each head 
with gag copy: BUY TWO FOR YOUR FAVORITE 
TWO-HEADED MONSTERS. The same type of 
gag could be used as eye catcher to sell mirrors, 
razors, hair lotions, and toothbrushes in depart- 
ment store windows and drug stores. 


LOBBY GAGS — Set up gag ‘‘gadgets’’ around 
your lobby of everyday items which might be al- 
tered to suit a two-headed character. Solder two 
hair dryers together and snipe with a sign using 
the title and playdate. Set a double mirror on the 
wall with the same type of sign. Frame a large ear 
of corn which has two big bites out of it and post 
a snipe stating’ BITTEN BY “THE THING WITH 
TWO HEADS." Have two mouthpieces soldered 
on a saxophone with snipe stating: MADE FOR 
“THE THING WITH TWO HEADS.”’ The same thing 
could be done with two football helmets sewed 
together. The latter gag is especially appropriate 
in view of Rosey Grier’s record as a pro footballer. 





TWO CAMPAIGN STYLES AVAILABLE IN THEATRICAL TRAILERS 


Two different theatrical trailers have been pre- 
pared for your campaign on “The Thing With 
Two Heads.’’ One trailer has been designed to 
feature the comedy elements of the film and would 
blend in with a pitch using the comedy approach. 
For those exhibitors who feel an action approach 


would draw more patrons, a second trailer has 
been produced which highlights the spectacular 
excitement of the chase in the film and the fast- 
paced action. Both trailers are available at your 
nearest National Screen Service exchange. 


FREE TELEVISION TRAILERS 


A smartly designed set of television trailers have 
been prepared for use with playdates on ‘‘The 
Thing With Two Heads”’ taking full advantage of 
its intriguing story and chilling excitement. The story 
is appealing to cinemagoers of all ages and you 
need not be concerned about selecting special 
time slots aimed at one group. Get them played 
both on favorite teen age channels and those of 
interest to adult groups. They are available on one 
16mm reel in 60 & 30/20 second lengths and can 
be obtained FREE at your local American Interna- 
tional Pictures exchange. 


FREE RADIO SPOTS 


Two different approaches have been designed 
into the radio spot announcements prepared for 
this film, a selection which also allows a third angle 
to be hit in designing your radio campaign. One 
group of spots was designed to feature the action 
highlights of the picture, appealing to those who 
are interested in the grand scale excitement of the 
story. The second group of announcements feature 
a narration by Rosie Grier, designed to appeal to 
the black patrons of your theatre. The last pitch is 
comic in nature and thus would serve also in a 
campaign in which the comedy angles of the story 
are used to boost business. The announcements are 
available on one 45 rpm disc in 60 and 30 second 
lengths. Order them FREE from your local Ameri- 
can International Pictures exchange. 


FREE 35mm TEASER TRAILER 
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Attractive 8x12 Heralds 
Prices Include Theatre Name and Piaydate 
Single Color Two Color 
Ist Thousand $8.00 IstThousand $12.00 
Add'I Thousands 6.00 Add'Il Thousands 8.50 
Please Remit With Order — Prices Do Not Include Delivery 
ORDER DIRECT FROM 


BENTON CARD COMPANY, INC. 








WINDOW CARDS 
Colorful 14x22 Window Card 


Prices Include Theatre Name and Playdate 


Please Remit With Order — Prices Do Not Include Delivery 


ORDER DIRECT FROM 


BENTON CARD COMPANY, INC. 
TELEPHONE 894-3661 BENSON, NORTH CAROLINA 
AREA CODE 919 27504 

















HI-RISE 
STANDEE 
(Color) 


with stanchion 
$9.95 


Cost of this item is de- 
ductible from the top of 
receipts prior to com- 
puting film rental. The 
Standee Frame sells for 
$1.50. This is a one-time 
cost item as the frame 
can be utilized for future 
displays. 

The Standee is an eye- 
catching display and can 
be displayed in advance 
of playdate without inter- 
rupting your regular pat- 
tern of coming attraction 
posters. 
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